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Get to know your neighbors!

The members of the Lake Price Advisory Board 
would like to gather contact information for 
their neighbors to share information about 
Lake Price. Scan this QR code to provide your 
contact information. Your information is not 
being shared with Orange County and you are 
not signing up for a mailing list. You will be 
contacted by your neighbors regarding social 
events or activities related to Lake Price.

Questions or Concerns with 
Water Quality versus Water 
Quantity 

Who do you to contact? 
• Contact 311 with imminent concerns related to water quantity, 

such as flooding. 

• Contact Orange County Environmental Protection Division Lake 
Management with questions or concerns related to aquatic plants 
and water quality. Call 407-836-1400 or email Lakes@ocfl.net.

• Contact Orange County Stormwater Management Division 
with questions or concerns related to stormwater flow, control 
structures, and retention ponds. Call 407-836-7919.
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Planting vegetation along your shoreline is great for slowing runoff, 
catching sediment, capturing excess nutrients and stabilizing the soil. 
Plants along the water’s edge also provide valuable habitat 
for fish and wildlife. As an extension of your backyard, your 
shoreline serves as a last line of defense against introducing 
excess nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus, and other 
harmful pollutants to your lake. Here are some things to 
consider: 

• Plants can slow water flow, catch runoff, and uptake excess 
nutrients. As they absorb nutrients, they slow the growth of 
algae and unwanted exotic plant species. 

• Planting native vegetation helps reduce exotic and invasive 
plant growth and increases biodiversity. This is better for 
the lake and reduces your landscape management costs.  

• Native vegetation near the shoreline stabilizes sediment, 
which results in clearer water. Plants also minimize wave 
action, keeping your property from eroding into the lake. 

• Native emergent plants provide nurseries for fish and 
invertebrate species. Your shoreline can provide hiding 
spots to help young lake dwellers from becoming a bird’s 
breakfast!

Shoreline Vegetation and Permitting...  
the fine print. 
Vegetated shorelines protect water quality, prevent erosion, 
offer fish and wildlife habitat, and provide a pleasant place 
for relaxation and enjoyment. In Orange County, a lakeshore 
homeowner is entitled to a vegetation-free access corridor 
of 20 percent or 30 feet of total linear shoreline, whichever is 

greater, without a permit. Boat docks are to be placed in the 
access corridor. 

If you want to remove vegetation outside of this area, a 
Lakeshore Protection (LSP) permit is required. This permit will 
allow you to remove nuisance and exotic vegetation; however, 
replanting of beneficial native species may be required to meet 
80 percent coverage of native vegetation. The LSP permit will 
allow you to maintain the shoreline clear of nuisance and 
exotic vegetation as long as you sustain 80 percent native plant 
coverage. 

Note that certain trees and endangered plants cannot be 
removed from the shoreline. In addition, many lots have 
wetland areas above the normal high water elevation (NHWE). 
These areas are protected by state and local ordinances. If 
your property is in unincorporated Orange County, you will 
need approval from Orange County Environmental Protection 
Department (EPD) before starting any work in these areas. If 
you live within a city or town, check with their environmental 
compliance section before starting any work. Occasionally, 
conservation areas may become filled with nuisance and exotic 
vegetation. A free Conservation Area Authorization (CAA) can 
be obtained from EPD to selectively clear nuisance vegetation 
within the conservation area, while replanting with beneficial 
native vegetation.

Contact Orange County EPD at 407-836-1400 or email 
WetlandPermitting@ocfl.net for specific permitting 
requirements.

Lake-Friendly Shoreline

Landscaping 
Practices For 

Water Quality, 
Wildlife & 
Shoreline 

Protection
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Lake Price is home to numerous aquatic plants. 
Aquatic plants perform important functions, 
including: providing habitat for fish and wildlife, 
stabilizing shorelines, and improving water 
quality by uptaking nutrients. Native vegetation is 
favorable to invasive/exotic vegetation. Invasive 
plants can spread widely and diminish the 
biodiversity of a waterbody. 
Aquatic plants are grouped into three general 
categories: submersed, emersed, and free 
floating/floating leaved plants. Submersed plants 

grow primarily below the water’s surface. Some 
species are rooted to bottom sediments and others 
are free-floating. Emersed plants are rooted in 
water-saturated soils or submersed soils near the 
water’s edge. The leaves and stems grow above the 
water. Free-floating plants are not anchored in 
the sediment; they obtain their nutrients from the 
water. Floating-leaved plants typically are rooted 
in the sediments and have leaves that float on the 
water surface.

Lake Price Aquatic 
Plant Species

Plant Name Common (Scientific) Category Native or Invasive

Pondweed (Potamogeton illinoensis) Submersed Native

Road-grass (Eleocharis baldwinii) Submersed & Emersed Native

Bladderwort (Utricularia species) Submersed Native

Stonewort (Nitella species) Submersed Native

Muskgrass (Chara species) Submersed Native

Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) Submersed Invasive

Sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense) Emersed Native

Maidencane (Panicum hemitomon) Emersed Native

Umbrella-grass (Fuirena species) Emersed Native

Spikerush (Eleocharis species) Emersed Native

Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata) Emersed Native

Cattail (Typha species) Emersed Native

Arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia) Emersed Native

Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) Emersed Native

Torpedograss (Panicum repens) Emersed Invasive

Primrose Willow (Ludwigia peruviana) Shrub Invasive

Fragrant waterlily (Nymphaea odorata) Floating-leaved Native

Spatterdock (Nuphar advena) Floating-leaved Native
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Are you signed up for OCFL 
Alerts?
There are two ways to sign up for OCFL Alerts: download the 
smartphone app or sign up with your phone number to 
receive text messages.

Smartphone app:
OCFL Alerts is an emergency notification app that provides 
critical information during times of emergency. In addition 
to emergency notifications, the OCFL Alert system provides 
notices for lake herbicide treatments and water-use 
restrictions. Search for OCFL Alerts in the App Store or 
Google Play.

Text Message/Email:
Visit OCAlert.net and click on “SIGN UP HERE.” 
You will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you specify, such 
as via your home, mobile or business phones, email address, text 
messages and more.

Have you seen the 
Stewardship Guide for 
Orange County Lakefront 
Homeowners? 

Topics covered: 
• Stormwater 101  
• Runoff Rundown  
• Lake-Friendly Landscaping  
• Lake-Friendly Shoreline  
• Lake-Friendly Fertilizing  
•  Shoreline Vegetation & Permitting  
• Docks • Ramps and Seawalls  
• Conservation Easements  
• Buffers • Berms & Swales  
• Pools, Spas & Aquariums  
• The Truth About Florida’s Lakes

Read it on-line and save paper:   
http://www.orange.wateratlas.usf.edu/upload/documents/
Lakefront_Homeowners_Guide-June2022.pdf
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inside Welcome! Whether you’ve recently purchased a new lakefront home, or are a longtime resident, you are part of a community of homeowners dedicated to maintaining the health and water quality of more than 600 named lakes in Orange County. Protection of our lakes and the ecosystems they support is crucial to providing Orange County residents healthy outdoor spaces in which to fish, boat, play and live.
Lakefront properties are uniquely positioned to protect water quality. By slowing and capturing stormwater runoff, unwanted nutrients and pollutants can be kept out of the lake. Nutrient pollutants can reduce water clarity and fuel the growth of exotic and invasive plants and algae. Simple acts such as keeping a healthy stand of shoreline vegetation and reducing water and chemicals used on your lawn can go a long way to keeping your lake healthy, clean and enjoyable year round.

Along with keeping the lake healthy, as a property owner you can also help ensure the safety of others. Acquiring the proper dock construction and shoreline vegetation permits not only protects water quality, but will help your friends, family and neighbors recreate safely.

We hope you will take some time to review the information in this handbook. Orange County depends on lakefront residents like you to make responsible decisions that will keep our lakes safe, clean and healthy for generations to come.

A Stewardship Guide for Orange County Lakefront Homeowners

Orange County, Florida

REV 11/2018
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The Orange County Water Atlas (https://www.orange.
wateratlas.usf.edu/) is designed to provide citizens, 
scientists, professionals, and planners with comprehensive 
and current water quality, hydrologic, and ecological data, 
as well as information about recreational opportunities and 
a library of scientific and educational materials on water 
resource issues. Typically, the scientists and citizens who live 
and work on water resources have found it difficult to gather 
the information they need from the myriad of agencies 
that collect the related data. To solve this problem, we 
conceived of the Atlas as a “one stop information shop” for 
concerned citizens and scientists alike. The Atlas functions 
as a warehouse for a variety of water resources information, 
including documents and educational links. We have also 
strived to make the Atlas a rich resource that educates citizens 
about the data presented and gives scientists easy access to 
the specialized information they need. We encourage you to 
use the Atlas as a tool to help in maintaining and improving 
our vital water resources. Information specific to Lake Price 
can be found at: https://www.orange.wateratlas.usf.edu/
waterbodies/lakes/140386/.

The Water Quality Dashboard located on the Water Atlas 
provides current water quality conditions. This dashboard 
reviews the most current water quality data for exceedances 
in 5 parameters, using Class III criteria from Florida 
Administrative Code 62-302, to provide a snapshot of how 
a waterbody is doing. The parameters are Chlorophyll a 
corrected, Escherichia coli, Total Nitrogen, Total Phosphorus, 
and Secchi Depth. The colors on the dials represent the 
current state of the water quality based on the last data point 
reported. The Water Quality Dashboard can be found on the 
Discover tab of the Water Atlas homepage. See below for the 
most recent water quality information. 

The Orange County Water Atlas 
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CO-EXISTING WITH 
- ALLIGATORS

Alligators occur throughout Florida in lakes, rivers, ponds,     
wetlands and other waterbodies. The following tips can help
you and your pet stay safe during your outdoor adventures. 

People should swim 
only during the day 
and in designated 
areas, but pets 
should never swim. 

Make sure pets are 
on a leash and a safe 
distance from 
water's edge. 

Concerned about an alligator? 
Call FWC's Nuisance Alligator 

Hotline at 866-FWC-GATOR 
(866-392-4286) 

�, 
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Pools and the 
Environment, What You 
Need to Know 
 
We love pools! We also love the natural environment, 
especially our Central Florida lakes, rivers and springs, and 
the diversity of plant and animal life that they support. 
Unfortunately, when chemicals and products used in pool 
construction and maintenance are spilled, dumped, or 
discharged directly to a lake or released into our stormwater 
sewer system, they can seriously alter the water quality of our 
waterways and even poison and kill aquatic wildlife. 

As a pool owner, builder or service provider, be aware of 
measures you must take to prevent pollution. Here are a few 
examples: 

• Keep all pool and spa discharge water on your property.
• Before discharging water, use a test kit to check pH and 

chlorine levels. 
• If water is not safe to discharge, wait and test again until 

the water is free of contaminants. 
• Never drain pool or spa wastewater to a septic system as 

this may cause system failure.
• A saltwater pool converts salt to chlorine which must be 

managed accordingly.

Find out more at www.ocfl.net/BePoolutionFree, and 
enjoy your pool even more knowing you’re helping to 
protect the environment.

Safe Boating Tips 
and Regulations
Be Courteous to lakefront property owners and to those 
who share the lake with you.
Don’t Litter. Trash is unsightly and can cause 
environmental hazards and threats to wildlife.
Avoid Making Large Wakes in shallow water or near the 
shoreline.
Follow at Safe Distances.  
It is Prohibited To Operate a vessel, water ski or 
wakeboard with a blood alcohol content of 0.08 percent or 
higher or while under the influence of drugs.

For more information, go to http://myfwc.com/boating/
regulations/.

• In order to operate a motorboat of 10 horsepower or greater, 
Florida law requires anyone who was born on or after January 
1, 1988, to successfully complete an approved boating safety 
course and obtain a Boating Safety Education Identification 
Card issued by the FWC.  http://myfwc.com/boating/safety-
education/id/

• All operators are responsible for operating their vessel in a 
reasonable and prudent manner with regard for other vessel 
traffic, posted restrictions and other circumstances so as not 
to endanger people or property.  Failure to do so is considered 
careless operation.

• A person must be at least 14 years of age to operate a personal 
watercraft in Florida.

• All vessels, with the exception of non-motor-powered vessels 
less that 16 feet in length, and non-motor-powered canoes, 
kayaks, racing shells or rowing sculls regardless of length, 
must be registered through your local Tax Collector’s Office.  
The Certificate of Registration must be on board and available 
for inspection by an enforcement officer whenever the vessel 
is operated. http://www.flhsmv.gov/dmv/faqboat.html

• Recreational vessels are required to display navigation lights 
between sunset and sunrise and during periods of reduced 
visibility (fog, rain, haze, etc.).

• Personal watercraft may not be operated from ½ hour after 
sunset to ½ hour before sunrise, even if navigation lights are 
used.

• The owner and/or operator of a vessel is responsible to carry, 
store, maintain and use the safety equipment required by 
the U.S. Coast Guard. http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.
php?unit=V-DEPT&category=virtual-safety-check

To report unlawful activity on the lakes, contact the Orange 
County Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol Unit at 407-836-HELP 
(4357).
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3165 McCrory PL, Suite 200
Orlando, FL 32803

ORANGE COUNTY 
DISTRICT 5
Emily Bonilla is your 
 District 5 Commissioner   
Visit: https://www.ocfl.net/
BoardofCommissioners/
District5Commissioner.aspx

Sign up for District 5 email 
newsletter: http://eepurl.
com/dw041T

Printed on Recycled Content Paper

You are getting this newsletter 
because you live within the boundary of 
the Lake Price Municipal Service Taxing 
Unit (MSTU) or live within the contributing 
drainage area. 
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